Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District
JOINT MEETING of the BASIN ADVISORY COUNCILS
Meeting Summary
July 20, 2012

The Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District’s six Basin Advisory Councils met for a joint
meeting on Friday, July 20, 2012 at 8:30 a.m. at the Loudermilk Conference Center in Atlanta, GA.
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Welcome and Introductions

Ms. Sarah Simmons welcomed the group and reviewed the meeting agenda. She introduced the Chairs of
each of the Basin Advisory Councils and the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District Board

Representatives present at the meeting. Ms. Simmons then introduced District Chairman Boyd Austin to

officially convene the meeting.

Chairman’s Welcome

District Chairman Boyd Austin welcomed the group and thanked the Basin Advisory Council members
for volunteering their time and knowledge to help strengthen the work of the District. He gave a brief
overview of the District, the three District plans and the role of the Basin Advisory Councils in the
planning process. He spoke to the strength of the District, how Metro Atlanta is becoming a recognized
leader in how we manage our water resources and gave a brief update on the developments in the Tri-
State Water Wars case since the joint BAC meeting in July of last year. Chairman Austin shared with the
group the positive changes to the District’s education and outreach program and informed members of the
types of issues they will likely be discussing moving forward. Chairman Austin also reminded everyone
to make their water conservation pledge on the District’s My Drop Counts website and to ‘Like’ the
District on Facebook to begin receiving updates.

Georgia’s Water History

Mr. Jack Dozier, Executive Director of Georgia Association of Water Professionals spoke to the group
about the importance of clean, well-managed water resources to the growth of Metro Atlanta, and how the
state is planning for the sustainable management of our shared water resources. He shared some very
interesting statistics about the availability of clean water worldwide, and also discussed United States’
high water quality standards and how safe our drinking water is in the country. As Metro Atlanta
continues to grow, it will become increasingly important to coordinate the comprehensive management of
our water supply, stormwater and wastewater. Mr. Dozier answered members’ questions.

Panel on Basin Issues

Dr. Becky Champion, Assistant Branch Chief of the Coosa, Tallapoosa and Tennessee Basins, and Dr.
Gail Cowie, Assistant Branch Chief of the Chattahoochee and Flint Basins, were invited as panelists to
discuss some of the recent news and issues going on in those basin and to answer questions from
members about the basin in which they live. Dr. Champion had a last minute conflict; however Dr.
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Cowie was able to attend. She gave the group an update on the outcome of the tri-state litigation and
Army Corps’ updated operations. She also discussed the current levels of drought throughout the state and
water quality standards for Lake Lanier and West Point Lake. Dr. Cowie answered members’ questions.

Panel on Water Supply/Conservation, Wastewater and Stormwater Plan Implementation
Highlights

Four representatives of local governments, or local government projects, were invited as panelists to
discuss their experience in implementing the three District plans. Brian Wiley with the City of Gainesville
shared with the group the successes of the City’s education and outreach program. Kevin Burke with
Atlanta BeltLine presented on the City of Atlanta’s Historic Fourth Ward Park Multiuse Stormwater
Facility and how it helped with stormwater management and flood control in the area. Jamie Stones with
Cobb County’s Grease Management Program explained how Cobb County is meticulously tracking
sewage overflows (especially those related to grease) and managing the overflow according to the cause.
Keith Higgs with Douglasville-Douglas County Water and Sewer Authority (DDCWSA) shared
highlights of the Google Data Center and how the facility is reusing grey water for their cooling towers
and managing its own wastewater, thereby reducing the demand on potable water and capacity at
DDCWSA. The panelists answered members’ questions.

Other

Ms. Simmons announced that the next round of Basin Advisory Council meetings occurring in October
would be basin specific and that members would receive an email closer to the date with meeting
specifics.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



