


December 2006

Healthy rivers, lakes and streams are essential to the health, welfare and
economic progress of the Metro North Georgia region, and I am proud of
the work the District and our local partners are doing to keep the metro area
thriving. In just three short years, the District’s water resources plans have
become valuable tools for protecting our watersheds and for ensuring clean
and plentiful water supplies. Our local government partners are implementing
the many plan activities that are necessary to safeguard our watersheds and
our quality of life.

This year the District has continued its work of fostering collaboration,
providing training and reviewing our plans and programs. But, beyond day-
to-day administration, the real successes of 2006 have occurred at the local
level. There are more than 100 cities, counties and authorities in the District.
I salute their efforts to protect our region’s rivers, lakes and streams. This
report highlights a few of the creative and effective approaches to implementing
the pollution prevention, wastewater management and water conservation
strategies. Through these efforts our water resources are being protected,
and we can ensure the metro region continues to thrive.

On behalf of the Governing Board and District staff, we appreciate and look
forward to your continued support for the District’s efforts.

Sincerely,

Kit Dunlap, Chairman

Message from the Chairman
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Official Code of Georgia § 12-5-586 provides:
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Overview of the District

District Geography
16 counties and 96 cities

5 major river basins

Over 4 million people

5,250 square miles

Comprehensive Water
Resource Plans 

District-wide Watershed Management Plan

Long-term Wastewater Management Plan

Water Supply and Water Conservation
Management Plan 

District Board
17 local elected officials

10 appointed citizen members

Technical
Coordinating Committee
200 local water resources officials

Four subcommittees: stormwater,
wastewater, water supply and
conservation and education

Basin Advisory Councils
Citizen stakeholders representing
Chattahoochee, Etowah, Flint,

Lake Lanier, Ocmulgee, Oconee basins

Staffing and Enforcement
Atlanta Regional Commission

Environmental Planning Division 

Georgia Environmental
Protection Division (EPD)

www.northgeorgiawater.org 
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Mission
The District is a planning entity dedicated to developing comprehensive regional and
watershed specific water resources plans that are implemented by local governments
in the District. These plans will protect water quality and public water supplies in and
downstream of the region, protect recreational values of the waters in and downstream
of the region and minimize potential adverse impacts of development on waters in and
downstream of the region.
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District Administration
2006 has proven to be another successful year for the District and our partners in achieving higher
standards of water resources management. Education, technical assistance and plan review remain
central to the District’s work. Member local governments and other interested stakeholders actively
participated in this work, and their efforts continue to build momentum towards a truly regional
approach to water resources management. 

Forums for Collaboration
The District’s enabling legislation calls upon the District to promote
intergovernmental coordination of water issues in the metro area.
This work begins at the Governing Board meetings, continues with
full discussions by the Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) and
is enhanced by the input of the District’s six Basin Advisory Councils
(BACs). Thus, the decisions of the District’s Governing Board are
informed by the guidance of professional experts, citizens and
stakeholders. In 2006 the District hosted over 50 meetings and
gatherings to discuss common water management issues.

2006 Water Summit
The District’s annual Water Summit provides an opportunity for leaders from

the public, private and nonprofit sectors to discuss critical water issues
confronting the metro region. The 2006 Water Summit focused on

cooperative planning, water conservation and the “water wars.”

Senator Johnny Isakson delivered the keynote address and
stressed the importance of good planning and regional
cooperation in gaining federal support for local initiatives. He
pledged to continue helping the District obtain federal
funding for infrastructure projects.

Attendees also heard from Brad Currey, retired CEO of Rock-
Tenn Company, who addressed Metro Atlanta’s conflicts with

both neighboring states and other water users in Georgia. He
called for a muscular water conservation component in water

resources planning and urged local water officials to reduce
consumptive use.

Training Opportunities
The goal of each District training opportunity is to provide our partners with the
knowledge and tools necessary to implement strategies and activities outlined in the
District plans. In 2006 local government officials and staff, extension agents,
environmental educators and other interested partners participated in training
courses addressing water conservation education programs, floodplain mapping,
water system audit software and sewer systems management.

Senator Johnny Isakson at the
2006 Water Summit



Legislative Activities
The District closely follows the deliberations of the Georgia General Assembly

as they relate to water, land use, the environment, the District’s
legislation, and state funding.  In 2006, the District was involved

in deliberations concerning legislation on retrofitting of older
inefficient plumbing fixtures.  The District also monitored
meetings of the House and Senate Natural Resources
committees and their subcommittees, as well as other
legislative committees that dealt with water issues. The

District also hosted a legislative breakfast in October for
members of the metro delegation to discuss a number of

upcoming 2007 legislative issues.

Plan Enforcement
In 2006 the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) continued its work to
ensure that local governments implement the requirements of the District’s plans
through its audit process. As part of the audit, each local government completes a
checklist outlining how they’ve addressed the District’s requirements. Over the last
two years EPD has audited 22 cities, counties and authorities in the District. As part
of this process, the District regularly consults with local governments and EPD
concerning the requirements of the District plans and the audit process.

Plan Amendments
Member local governments requested minor changes to the Long-term Wastewater
and Water Supply and Water Conservation Management Plans in 2006. Most of the
requests related to minor changes in capacity or schedule for existing facilities. The
Executive Committee considered each request and adopted six minor amendments.

In 2006 the District also considered four major plan amendments. On December 7,
2006, the District Board approved an amendment to the Model Ordinance for Post-
Development Stormwater Management and approved new wastewater treatment
facilities for Walton County and the City of Walnut Grove.

4

Chairman Mike Byrd, Chairman Sam Olens,
Rep. Charlice Byrd and Rep. Tom Knox
discussed upcoming water issues at the
legislative breakfast.
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The central goals of the District’s work, as specified in the three

management plans, are to protect water quality, secure public

water supplies and minimize potential adverse impacts of

development on waters in and downstream of the region. The

District, Georgia EPD and local governments and utilities all play

important roles in implementing the District plans. The District

provides implementation assistance and is active in the education

and public awareness aspects of plan implementation. Georgia EPD

is responsible for approving and enforcing the plans, while local

governments handle most of the actual plan implementation. The

work of the implementing the plans during 2006 is summarized in

the following sections.

Plan Implementation Highlights
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Water Supply and Water
Conservation Management

Managing water supply efficiently is essential to ensuring that individuals, institutions and businesses have
the water they need without impacting downstream users. A critical element of the Water Supply and Water
Conservation Management Plan is water conservation, with the emphasis on reducing water use and
water leakage. Throughout 2006, the District and the Water Supply Technical Coordinating Committee
addressed a variety of issues and developed tools and strategies to help implement conservation measures.

Water Audit Software Training 
Water utilities are required to assess and reduce water system leakage using the
American Water Works Association’s (AWWA) Water Audit Software. To assist
them, the District hosted a seminar on water audits, led by George Kunkel of the
Philadelphia Water System who helped developed the software, which is based on

the International Water Association (IWA) methodology. The program included
demonstrations of the software as well as presentation of case studies.

Retrofit of Older Plumbing Fixtures
Replacing older inefficient plumbing fixtures is key to
meeting the District’s water conservation goals.  Water
providers must implement a program to distribute low-
flow showerheads and faucet aerators by 2007 and
develop a program to replace pre-1993 toilets in their
service areas by 2008. Water providers have the flexibility to
choose the type of program that best fits their service area.
Incentive based rebates or vouchers, local retrofit on resale
initiatives or any combination of these approaches may be used
to meet these plan requirements. In order to assist with the
development of these retrofit programs, the District provided
local water suppliers with data on the number of homes built
before 1993 in each county.

Residential Water Audits
The District published an easy-to-use “Do It Yourself Household Water Assessment” as
a water conservation tool for conducting residential water audits. This publication
includes a worksheet to help homeowners calculate water usage and tips for using water
more efficiently. Since its release, the District has distributed thousands of copies to
individuals, local governments and other partners. The assessment is available free of
charge on the District Web site and from local water utilities.
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Pre-Rinse Spray Valve Retrofit Education Program
Replacing older pre-rinse spray valves in restaurants with low-flow valves
can save both money and water, as dishwashing generally consumes
more that two-thirds of all the water used. Since there are over 7,100
restaurants and other food service establishments in the 16-county
area, the District’s Water Conservation Plan requires local governments
to have a pre-rinse spray valve retrofit education program. 

To help local businesses and local governments, the District
developed a new brochure that explains the many benefits of low-
flow pre-rinse spray valves. Local governments are ahead of the
2008 schedule to implement a pre-rinse spray valve education
program. In 2006 more than 1,000 brochures were distributed to
area restaurants by local governments.

Measuring Results
The District surveyed water suppliers during 2006 to assess progress toward
implementing the conservation measures identified in the plan. The 2006
responses from water suppliers regarding water conservation are summarized below.
The chart reflects both the percent of utilities that responded “Yes” and the percent of
the District population that those utilities represent.
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Conservation Pricing
All District water suppliers are required to
adopt a multi-tiered rate structure. This
rate structure is considered an aggressive
water conservation measure. The goal of
conservation pricing is to reduce excessive
discretionary water use, especially outdoor
irrigation, by making water use increasingly
more expensive. 

Increasing block or tiered rates serve 91.5
percent of the District’s population, with 62
percent served by three or more tiers and 29.5
percent served by two tiers. These results are
based on the 2006 Water and Wastewater
Rates Survey conducted by the District, which
had a 100 percent response rate. 

Leak Detection
Detecting and reducing system leaks can deliver significant water savings, which is why
the plan requires water suppliers to identify ways to reduce system leakage. Ninety
percent of the District population is served by water suppliers that have on-going leak
detection programs.

Water Rate Structures by
Percent Population Served

2 tiers
29.5%

3 tiers
62%

Increasing Block 91.5%

Decreasing
Block .5%

Uniform 8%

Best Local Practices

The Clayton County Water Authority began its leak detection
program in March 2000. At that time water loss was at 16
percent. Using sensors and computers, the leak detection
crew goes street by street to check and fix system leaks. By
2004 the crew had reduced water loss to 11 percent.

Effective leak detection programs can be affordable for
smaller systems as well. In an effort to reduce their water
loss, the City of Roswell has recently purchased leak detection
equipment and will spot check their system through the normal
maintenance routine and existing staff. Roswell’s goal is to
reduce 3 percent of their water losses in the first year.
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Water Supply Management
The Water Supply and Water
Conservation Management Plan
includes a framework for water
supply facilities and strategies for
resource management. As part of
the 2006 survey of local suppliers, the
District assessed compliance with the
required resource management strategies.
Seventy-seven percent of the water suppliers in
the District responded to the questionnaire. The 47
suppliers who responded serve approximately 96 percent of the
District’s population. 

Local water management plans and emergency plans are needed to support
proposed infrastructure and improvements. Ninety-five percent of the
District’s population is served by a local jurisdiction that has developed local
water supply plans that conform to the District plan. Ninety-seven percent of
the District’s population is served by a water supplier that has developed
emergency water plans. 

Conforming Local Water Plans
(by percent of population) YES 95% 

NO 5%

Emergency Water Plans
(by percent of population) YES 97% 

NO 3%
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Expanding and upgrading wastewater treatment facilities, improving collection system maintenance and
managing septic systems will be critical for the metro north Georgia area as the population continues to
grow. Each year the District evaluates the implementation of the Long-term Wastewater Management
Plan and provides assistance as needed. The District Wastewater and Septic Systems Technical
Coordinating Committees reviewed a number of issues in 2006.

Sewer Collection System Inspection and Maintenance
The District’s Long-term Wastewater Management Plan has requirements for managing
and maintaining the 103 publicly owned wastewater treatment plants, approximately
9,000 miles of sewers and more than 300,000 manholes in the District. The District
surveyed all wastewater utilities in 2006 to assess progress towards a variety of
wastewater management actions. Responses were received from 82 percent of sewer

systems in the District, which serve 98 percent of the sewered population. 

Sewer system maintenance programs at a minimum should consist of
several elements: sewer system inventory, grease management,

overflow response, sewer rehabilitation, capacity certification
and training programs. Local government maintenance
programs are summarized in the following chart: 

Wastewater Management
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Best Local Practices

A Computerized Maintenance Management System
(CMMS) is a powerful tool to improve sewer system
management, operation and maintenance. A CMMS
promotes coordination, communication and data
sharing between departments. The Peachtree City Water
and Sewerage Authority has started the CMMS process
by developing an asset management plan. This plan
documents the management of pumps, valves and other
physical assets over the lifecycle of the asset in the most
cost-effective manner to provide a specified level of
service. The Peachtree City WSA first conducted a survey
of board members, managers and staff to establish the
asset management mission statement. From the mission
statement, levels of service were developed to ensure that customer service provided
by the authority was in line with the mission statement. Next, the WSA conducted a
condition assessment to determine the current state of the WSA’s assets. Finally, the
WSA looked at the maintenance history of the assets to determine the lifecycle costs
of the assets. 

With the completion of the asset management plan, the Peachtree City Water and
Sewerage Authority will have a good summary of their assets and will be able to easily
enter the system information into a CMMS program. The Peachtree City WSA is
currently evaluating the different CMMS programs available. 

Sewer System Management Training
The District sponsored a training workshop on Sewer System Management in partnership
with the Georgia Association of Water Professionals (GAWP) and Georgia EPD in the
fall of the year. This training program provided guidance to cities and counties on plan
requirements for sewer system management. Topics included sewer system mapping,
grease management, root control, sewer flow monitoring, capacity certification, sewer
rehab and spill reporting.

Example of CMMS program

Upgrading Wastewater Treatment Plants
Over the next 30 years, most wastewater treatment plants in the District will need to
install upgraded levels of treatment and many will need to expand existing capacity.
The Long-term Wastewater Management Plan recommends detailed local planning to
help determine the scope and timing of these needs. Many jurisdictions are exploring
creative ways to meet water quality standards and capacity requirements. 



Septic Systems Status Report
The District published the Septic Systems Status and Issues
Working Paper in March 2006. The report provides a

description of septic systems, outlines management
responsibilities, includes data on septic systems in the District,
summarizes issues and provides recommendations for improving

the management of septic systems. 

The septic report identifies the top three reasons for septic system
failures in the District: unsuitable soil and location, age of system and

excessive water use. The District staff also found that there
are an estimated 526,000 septic systems in the District, 90

percent of which are residential septic systems. Using
the number of septic systems and data from the U.S.

Census Bureau, it is estimated that 26 percent of the total
housing units in the District are served by septic systems

The average number of septic systems installed in the District
per year is estimated at 13,000. More than 50 percent of the growth in
the outer ring of counties is occurring on septic systems.

Best Local Practices

Cherokee County Water & Sewerage Authority’s actions are just one example of improving water
quality while at the same time increasing treatment capacity. The authority approached a local

poultry processing plant that held an industrial NPDES permit with the
idea of eliminating the discharge and using the facility’s assimilative
loading capacity to expand one of the authority’s public wastewater
treatment facilities. The poultry processing plant discharged treated
effluent into Blankets Creek, a small feeder stream to the Little River,
joining it in the Little River Embayment of Lake Allatoona. This was a
region of Lake Allatoona that is highly impacted by increased nutrient
loads, so moving the poultry processing plant’s discharge out of
Blankets Creek was an environmentally desirable action. 

This poultry plant was also listed as a source of phosphorus by Georgia
EPD. By removing the chicken plant’s discharge from Blankets Creek
and treating the flows at the authority’s facility, a problematic discharge

was eliminated and additional treatment capacity was generated. The
phosphorus loading, through enhanced treatment techniques, was spread over a larger hydraulic
capacity, thereby creating new capacity in the public sewer system. Working jointly with Georgia
EPD, Cherokee County Water & Sewerage Authority and the poultry processing facility were able
to craft the necessary agreements to facilitate this project, resulting in approximately 12 MGD of
new wastewater treatment capacity for Cherokee County.
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Managing Septic System Critical Areas
Critical areas are those areas where the risks or potential impacts of septic system
failures are higher. By 2007 each jurisdiction should identify critical areas with current
problems or potential future problems. Twenty-eight jurisdictions are ahead of
schedule by starting to identify septic system critical areas. 

Septage Disposal
As homeowners become more educated on the need for
maintenance and pumping of septic tanks, the disposal of
septage pump out is an issue because septage is harder
and more expensive to treat than typical sewage. The
District plan recommends local jurisdictions provide
arrangements for disposal of the septage generated
within their jurisdictions either at local wastewater
treatment plants or alternative disposal locations.
Twenty sewer systems in the District currently accept
septage at their wastewater treatment plants. 

Local Policy for Private Wastewater Systems
Local jurisdictions are required to develop policies on private wastewater systems
specific to their own needs. Some jurisdictions prohibit private wastewater systems,
while others may allow them under very limited situations and others may include
them as part of a long-term plan. Twenty-eight local jurisdictions already have local
policies addressing private wastewater systems. 

YES 68% NO 32%Identification of Critical Areas
(by percent of  population)

YES 90% 

NO 10%

Offer Septage Disposal Options
(by percent of population)

Policy for Private
Wastewater Systems

(by percent of population)

YES 
82%

NO 18%
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We all live, work and play in a watershed. Thus, managing the health of rivers, lakes and streams in
north Georgia is everyone’s responsibility. The District-wide Watershed Management Plan outlines
strategies and tasks to provide stormwater pollution watershed protection. Throughout 2006 the
District worked closely with local governments and the Stormwater Technical Coordinating Committee
to implement plan measures and to evaluate plan effectiveness.

Stormwater Research and Collaboration
The District addressed a number of topics in 2006, including stormwater operations and
maintenance, level and extent of service, stormwater maintenance tracking, professional
requirements for preparing stormwater management plans and financing stormwater
programs. Extensive research and discussion were conducted to coordinate the District’s
Water Quality Monitoring Plan Standards and Methodologies with state monitoring
requirements. A subgroup of the TCC was convened to research testing protocols for
proprietary structural stormwater controls. 

Additionally the District surveyed local governments to assess progress towards a variety
of stormwater and watershed management actions. Sixty-five local jurisdictions,
representing 95 percent of the District population responded to the District’s questionnaire.

Programs to Address Illicit Discharges to Stormwater Systems
Illicit discharges are unpermitted, non-stormwater flows to the stormwater system that
contain pollutants or pathogens. Local governments are required to develop programs
to look for potential illicit discharges and illegal connections. Sixty-one cities and
counties reported having an active illicit discharge detection and elimination program. 

Local Stormwater Good Housekeeping Programs
Cities and counties in the District are establishing local good housekeeping practices
for government facilities and operations, such as:

*Vehicle fueling, storage and maintenance areas, 
*Solid and hazardous waste management facilities and recycling centers, 
*Water and sewer treatment systems, 
* Locally owned and operated parks and open space.

Good housekeeping programs prevent contaminants from entering waterways and
serve as good examples to employees and the community at large. Sixty-five local
governments reported having a local stormwater good housekeeping program for
their municipal or county operations. 

Watershed Management

Illicit Discharge Detection
(by percent of population)

YES 
87%

NO 13%

Good Housekeeping Program
(by percent of population)

YES 
89%

NO 11%
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Model Stormwater Ordinances
An important component of the Watershed Management
Plan is a set of six Model Stormwater Management
Ordinances, which local governments adopt to help
control nonpoint source pollution. All jurisdictions in the
District were required to adopt the six model
stormwater ordinances by April 2006. The District
continues to work with local partners to provide training
and evaluate the effectiveness of these ordinances.

Floodplain Ordinance Seminar
The District Board adopted a revised Model Floodplain
Management/Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance in February 2006 in order to ensure
compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The District provided
training to cities and counties on the ordinance and new mapping requirements. Training
topics included future-conditions floodplain mapping requirements, mapping technical
guidance, local adoption and implementation and FEMA/NFIP Coordination.

Best Local Practices

Gwinnett County pioneered efforts to protect the future-conditions floodplains. In
1999, Gwinnett County began a six-year program to study and identify floodplains
in the county using models based on land use and topography to identify existing
and future floodplains. 

All streams in the county, with the
exception of the Chattahoochee River,
were modeled and all watershed flood
studies were approved by FEMA in
2005. The result is new detailed studies
for approximately 390 stream miles in
the county, an increase over the 230
stream miles of detailed study on the
current flood maps. In addition, the
data are available in a digital format
and can be accessed by the public on
the county’s GIS data browser.

Gwinnett County’s approach and efforts were the model for the District’s
Floodplain Management / Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance and future-
conditions floodplain mapping requirement that were updated in 2006. Already,
55 cities and counties have initiated mapping or made preparations to map their
jurisdictions’ future-conditions floodplains.



16

Stormwater Model Ordinance Adoption by Local Governments
(reported as of October 2006)
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BBaarrttooww

Bartow County (uninc) n g n n n n

Cartersville n g n n n n

Euharlee n n n n n n

CChheerrookkeeee 

Cherokee County (uninc) n n n n n n

Ball Ground r r n n n r

Canton n n n n n n

Woodstock n n n n n n

CCllaayyttoonn Clayton County Water Authority** n n n n n n

CCoobbbb

Cobb County (uninc) n n n g n n

Austell n n n n n n

Kennesaw n n n n n n

Marietta n n n n n g

Powder Springs n n n n n n

Smyrna n r n n n n

CCoowweettaa

Coweta County (uninc) n n n g n n

Newnan n n n n n n

Sharpsburg n n n n n n

Turin r n n r r r

DDeeKKaallbb

DeKalb County (uninc) n g n n n n

Avondale Estates n n n n n n

Chamblee n n n n n n

Clarkston n n n n n n

Decatur n n n n n n

Stone Mountain n n n n n n

DDoouuggllaass
Douglasville-Douglas County WSA*** n n n n n n

Villa Rica r n r n r r

FFaayyeettttee

Fayette County (uninc) n g n n n n

Fayetteville n n n n n n

Peachtree City n r n r n r

FFoorrssyytthh
Forsyth County (uninc) n n n n n n

Cumming n n n n n n

n Jurisdiction has adopted model ordinance or equivalent
g Ordinance adoption in progress at the time of questionnaire
r Model ordinance not adopted



17

County Municipality
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Fulton 

Fulton County (uninc) n g n n n n

Alpharetta n n n n n n

Atlanta n n n r n n

East Point n n n g n n

Fairburn n n n n n n

Hapeville n n n n n n

Palmetto n n n n n n

Roswell n n n n n n

Sandy Springs n n n g g n

Union City n n n n n n

Gwinnett 

Gwinnett County (uninc) n n n n n n

Braselton g n g g g g

Buford n n n n n n

Lawrenceville n n n n n n

Sugar Hill n n n n n n

Suwanee n n n n n n

Hall

Hall County (uninc) n g g r g g

Flowery Branch n g n g n n

Gainesville n n n n n n

Oakwood n n n n n n

Henry

Henry County (uninc) n n n n n n

Hampton n n n n n n

Locust Grove n n n n n n

Stockbridge n n n n n n

Paulding 

Paulding County (uninc) n n n n n n

Dallas n n n n n n

Hiram n n n r r r

Rockdale
Rockdale County (uninc) n n n n n n

Conyers n n n n g n

Walton

Walton County (uninc) r n n n n n

Loganville n n n n n n

Monroe n n n n n n

Social Circle r r n n n n

Walnut Grove n n g g n n

Notes: * Either the 2002 or revised 2006 Model Floodplain Ordinance
** Clayton County Water Authority's responses were on behalf of unincorporated Clayton County
*** Stormwater management for Douglas County and Douglasville is handled by DDCWSA
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Education and public awareness measures are critical components of all three District plans. The
District manages education and outreach objectives from the regional level in order to provide consistent
messaging region-wide. With the help of local partners, the District has made considerable progress
towards building public awareness and understanding of water resources issues. The Education
subcommittee of the Technical Coordinating Committee provides feedback on media outlets, messaging,
community workshops and events, educational materials and the middle school essay contest as a means
to integrate local expertise into the regional education effort. 

Mass Media
The District hit the airwaves with force in 2006. Through partnerships with Metro
Networks, more than 145 live traffic reads featured the District’s campaigns on 18
different radio stations during the summer and fall. By embedding the District’s
messages into the traffic report, millions of area residents heard tips on water
conservation and pollution prevention. 

Over 250 television spots aired with messages from Water Use It Wisely and the Clean
Water Campaign. WSB chief meteorologist Glenn Burns worked with the District to
produce seven original public service announcements highlighting water conservation
tips for homeowners and seven additional announcements teaching citizens easy ways
to help prevent water pollution.

WSB-TV also helped to raise awareness of regional water issues through the production
of a 30-minute television special, “Our Water Our Future,” hosted by Kimberley
Kennedy. The show explained regional water challenges, showcased public and private
initiatives to protect water resources and offered simple consumer tips for pollution
prevention and water conservation. The show aired twice during the fall and is
available on a number of local government access channels.

Clean Water Campaign Workshops
Since its creation, the Clean Water Campaign has hosted hundreds of public
workshops to educate citizens on a variety of pollution prevention and water
conservation topics. Local government partners offered workshops during 2006 that
helped residents from across the District learn tips and techniques about:

•  Rain gardens •  Composting
•  Septic tank maintenance •  Tree planting and care
•  Lawn care (integrated pest management) •  Water-wise households
•  Water-wise landscaping (xeriscaping) •  U Fix It
•  Auto service best management practices

Water Conservation Train-the-Trainer Workshop 
Local government officials and staff, extension agents, environmental educators and
others attended this workshop to learn how to educate homeowners on water
conservation techniques using Water-wise Household and U Fix It workshop
presentations developed by the District.

Education and Public Awareness
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2006 Essay Contest
The District hosted its annual Clean Water
Campaign/Water Use It Wisely essay contest
again in 2006. Middle school students from
10 counties participated, writing essays
about ways to conserve water and prevent
water pollution. One winner was selected
from each of the participating counties. The
District-wide winner was selected from the
county winners and received an engraved
plaque and $100. 

Stormwater Education
In 2006 the Clean Water Campaign developed a Commercial Landscaping & Lawn
Care poster. This poster, available in English and Spanish with eye-catching pictures
and easy-to-read captions, demonstrates best management practices for applying
pesticides and fertilizer, erosion prevention, disposing of yard clippings and
maintaining lawn equipment in order to prevent water pollution.

The Clean Water Campaign is a long-time partner of Rivers
Alive, Georgia’s annual volunteer waterway clean-up event.
Rivers Alive events are held each October to help create
awareness of and involvement in the preservation of
Georgia’s water resources. In 2006 all 16 counties in the
District held successful cleanups.

Water Conservation Education
In 2006 the District continued to build its library of
water conservation materials to help citizens
understand and reduce their water use. The District
distributed thousands of copies of its new “Do It
Yourself Household Water Assessment” and the new
Water Use It Wisely “Water Wise Landscape Guide.”

Kathryn Fazekas, a student at Wesleyan School
in Gwinnett County was the 2006 District-wide

winner of the annual essay contest.



On June 2, 2005, the District’s board approved the budget for the 2006 calendar year. Below
is a detailed accounting of the funds received and expended during this budget year.

Project Funding
Successful implementation of the plans hinges on the ability to fund both capital
improvements and the programmatic measures. Estimated costs for these improvements
and activities are expected to reach into the billions of dollars over the next 30 years,
with the majority of these funds coming from the local level. The District continues to
work to identify additional funding at the state and federal level to supplement local
dollars. The Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority (GEFA) has met with the District
to educate local governments on how they can secure financing for District projects
using the state’s bonding capacity. 

In addition, the District is in its fifth year of working to secure federal funding for District
projects and has focused on the EPA Appropriations Bill. To date, the District has
secured federal grants totaling $2.6 million dollars. This work continued in 2006, and
the District is scheduled to receive federal funds in the FY 2007 appropriation cycle.

Financial Recommendations
The Board has adopted a 2007 budget of $1,762,399. This increase is necessary to
fund the work of completing a five-year update of the District’s plans. The board
approved a per capita assessment of $.30 for 2007 and 2008 to meet this obligation.
This increase in local dues will generate an additional $1,192,399 for 2007. The
Board has also requested $400,000 in the FY 2008 Georgia state budget for the
District’s 2007 work.

Funds Expended (as of December 7, 2006)
2006 Budget Expended or Under Remaining

Contract Through Budget
12/7/2006

Chairman's Allowance $3,000 $597 $2,403 

District Special Projects $92,000 $76,452 $15,548

Public Education $225,000 $216,349 $8,651

Salaries $274,827 $259,266 $15,561

Fringe Benefits $156,743 $147,563 $9,180

Contracts $25,000 $20,000 $5,000

Overhead $194,639 $183,480 $11,159 

Miscellaneous Operating $75,000 $63,574 $11,426

Totals $1,046,209 $967,281 $78,928 
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Financial Overview
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Receipt Register
Special
Purpose

Date Payor Interest State Local Funds Total
1/11/06 Bartow County 11,403.00 11,403.00

1/24/06 Forsyth County 14,761.00 14,761.00

1/24/06 Clayton County Water Authority 30,000.00 30,000.00

1/31/06 January Interest Income 3,081.65 3,081.65

2/6/06 Rockdale County 1,517.00 1,517.00

2/6/06 Fulton County 35,000.00 35,000.00

2/6/06 Coweta County 13,382.00 13,382.00

2/28/06 February Interest Income 2,914.91 2,914.91

3/1/06 Rockdale County 1,517.00 1,517.00

3/13/06 Rockdale County 7,500.00 7,500.00

3/30/06 Rockdale County 1,517.00 1,517.00

3/31/06 March Interest Income 3,483.42 3,483.42

4/18/06 Douglas Water & Sewer 13,826.00 13,826.00

4/18/06 Rockdale County 2,461.00 2,461.00

04/31/06 April Interest Income 3,178.81 3,178.81

5/2/06 Henry County 15,500.00 15,500.00

5/17/06 City of Locust Grove 5,000.00 5,000.00

5/31/06 Rockdale County 1,753.00 1,753.00

5/31/06 May Interest Income 3,146.22 3,146.22

6/2/06 Hall County 12,500.00 12,500.00

6/12/06 City of Gainesville 15,000.00 15,000.00

6/27/06 Rockdale County 1,753.00 1,753.00

6/30/06 June Interest Income 2,754.98 2,754.98

7/11/06 City of Alpharetta 7,500.00 7,500.00

7/31/06 July Interest Income 2,542.64 2,542.64

8/11/06 City of Roswell 7,500.00 7,500.00

8/31/06 August Interest Income 2,303.28 2,303.28

9/19/06 Paulding County Water System 24,503.00 24,503.00

9/21/06 Cobb County 182,325.00 182,325.00

9/21/06 Fulton County 128,792.00 128,792.00

9/21/06 Henry County 35,802.00 35,802.00

9/21/06 Hall County 41,783.00 41,783.00

9/21/06 Cherokee County 42,571.00 42,571.00

9/30/06 September Interest Income 2,465.13 2,465.13

10/4/06 Fayette County 27,379.00 27,379.00

10/4/06 City of Atlanta 124,942.00 124,942.00

10/4/06 Walton County 18,206.00 18,206.00

10/4/06 Forsyth County 29,522.00 29,522.00

10/4/06 Clayton County 59,129.17 59,129.17

10/19/06 Gwinnett County 176,534.00 176,534.00

10/31/06 October Interest Income 4,799.44 4,799.44

11/1/06 Bartow County 22,806.00 22,806.00

11/1/06 Douglas Water & Sewer 27,652.00 27,652.00

11/13/06 Clayton County 11,825.83 11,825.83

11/30/06 November Interest Income 4,797.05 4,797.05

12/21/06 Georgia DNR 250,000.00 250,000.00

2006 Totals 35,467.53 250,000.00 1,017,662.00 135,500.00 1,438,629.53
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