
Click here to access a video recording of the meeting. 

https://youtu.be/pKKPOezYAks




• Announcements
 Stormwater Forecast Update
 Middle School Essay Contest Theme 
 Calendar Photo Contest Deadline – September 10th
 Water Supply/Litigation Update

• 2022 Water Resource Management Plan Update
 Schedule Update
 Drought Response Guide and Model Ordinance Update
 Next Steps

• Updates on Federal Funding 
 American Rescue Plan Act
 Low Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP)

• Wrap Up Discussion







20th Annual Middle School Essay Contest



Water Reflections Calendar Contest
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Data Collection/Resource 
Forecasting
Action Items Review and Update
Appendix A - River Basin Profiles
Appendix B - Facility Planning
Stormwater Forecasting
Supporting Efforts
   Loca l i zed Demands
   Drought Response Options  Menu
   Watershed Res i l ience

Full Draft Plan for Review
Public Comment
EPD/Board Approval



Andrew D. Morris 
Water Policy Officer





District Planning Area:
4,930 sq. mi.
Water Supply Watershed Area:
4,082 sq. mi. 



What’s Changed Since the Last Multi-Year Drought

Georgia EPD adopted a new drought rule in 2014

Better data on end uses of water (e.g. 2016 Residential End Uses of 
Water, Version 2.0)

District and utilities experienced a couple of short droughts (2016 
and 2019)

More case studies on drought response from around the country, 
including places with relatively high average rainfall



Some Key Recommendations:

1. Plan for drought response ahead of time

2. Prepare and pass ordinances necessary to 
implement and enforce the plan

3. Adapt the drought response as necessary



District Drought Preparation and Response Guide

Why is the District preparing this Guide? 
This Guide is intended to 
(1) Assist public water systems in understanding the EPD Drought Rule
(2) Facilitate local drought preparation and response
(3) Support a coordinated, effective, and regionally consistent approach 

to drought response in the District

Are public water systems required to follow this Guide? No, except to the 
extent this Guide references existing legal requirements or incorporates 
aspects of required action items from the District plan. However, the 
District encourages use of this Guide. 



Next Steps for Stakeholder Process on the District Drought 
Preparation and Response Guide

September 2021 – Draft guide will be sent to TCCs and BACs for review 
and comment

October 2021 – Stakeholder comments due

November 2021 – Coordinate stakeholder group as needed based on 
comments

Following Stakeholder Work - District staff will finalize the guide and 
make it available as part of its Technical Assistance Program. 
The guide will not be a formal part of the 2022 District Plan.





Draft Outline of the Guide



Example Section – Local Pre-Drought Planning Steps

Planning Step 1. Review the Local Drought Contingency Plan; Update If 
Necessary

Planning Step 2. Review Intergovernmental Agreements for Water 
Imports and Exports; Address Drought-Related Items as Needed

Planning Step 3. Confirm a current, enforceable local drought response 
ordinance or policy is in place

Planning Step 4. Assign a staff member to track local drought indicators; 
understand local and EPD process for requesting variances



Proposal: Subtask requiring adoption of model drought 
response ordinance/policy, or its equivalent 



Updating / Adopting a drought response model ordinance or 
policy is necessary because:

1. Many water providers have not updated their ordinances or policies to 
reflect the changes made in  2014 EPD Drought Rule

2. An ordinance or policy must be adopted locally to include certain 
statutorily defined drought restrictions and exceptions as required by 
OCGA §12-5-7(a.1)(3)

3. A clear, current, and publicly accessible local ordinance/policy that 
meets constitutional due process requirements facilitates drought 
response enforcement actions



Model Ordinance / Policy includes Updated Water Waste 
Provisions:

• Education and enforcement of 
drought and water waste should 
be coordinated

• Includes latest best practices

• Water waste ordinance already 
required by WSWC-13



Next Steps for Stakeholder Process on the District Drought 
Response Model Ordinance/Policy

September 2021 – Draft ordinance and action item subtask language will 
be sent to TCCs and BACs for review and comment

October 2021 – Stakeholder comments due

November 2021 – Coordinate stakeholder group as needed based on 
comments

As part of the District plan, the action item language and model 
ordinance/policy will follow the plan update process and timeline.



Questions?

Andrew D. Morris
Water Policy Officer

amorris@northgeorgiawater.com
470.747.4005
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The American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) was passed in 
March 2021

ARPA includes lots of 
funding programs

Focus of this presentation 
is on state and local fiscal 
recovery funds, which can 
be used for water-related 
projects



American Rescue Plan Act 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

Georgia’s Share of Local Government Aid = $3.8 billion

All local governments will receive a share as a formula grant

50% received in 2021; 50% received in 2022

Funds must be obligated by Dec. 31, 2024; spent by Dec. 31, 2026



Eligible Uses of Fiscal Recovery Funds

1. Respond to COVID-19 and its negative impacts;

2. Provide premium pay for essential work performed during COVID-19;

3. Replace government revenues lost during COVID-19 excluding, 
among other things, utility revenue; and  

4. Necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure

Per US Treasury Guidance - any project eligible under CWSRF or 
DWSRF may be funded with fiscal recovery grant funds





Decisionmakers for How to Use 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

Local staff leadership – County administrator / city manager, finance 
department

Local elected leadership – Mayor and city council / county commission



American Rescue Plan Act
State Fiscal Recovery Funds

$4.8 billion total funding for the State of Georgia; $250 million is 
being made available for water-related infrastructure project  
grants based on latest info from state

Applications period open from Aug. 1 to Oct. 31, 2021

Funds must be obligated by Dec. 31, 2024; spent by Dec. 31, 2026





Decisionmakers for How to Use
State Fiscal Recovery Funds

Governor – Makes final decisions on water projects and other eligible uses 

Water and Sewer Infrastructure Committee – Makes recommendations to the Governor on water projects 

Chris Carr - Georgia Attorney General
David Dove - Executive Counsel, Office of the Governor
Mark Williams - Commissioner, Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Rick Dunn - Director, Environmental Protection Division (EPD)
Kevin Clark - Executive Director, Georgia Environmental Finance Authority
John Eunice - Deputy Director, EPD
Andrew Pinson - Georgia Solicitor General
James Capp - Watershed Protection Branch Chief, EPD
Dr. Wei Zeng - Water Protection Program Manager, EPD
Sen. Blake Tillery - Chairman, Senate Appropriations Committee
Rep. Terry England - Chairman, House Appropriations Committee
Rep. Dominic LaRiccia - Governor’s Floor Leader
Rep. Robert Dickey - Chairman, House Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committee
Sen. Russ Goodman - Governor’s Floor Leader
Sen. Larry Walker - Chairman, Senate Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committee
Sen. Freddie Powell Sims - Vice Chair, Senate Interstate Cooperation Committee



Common Question on Eligible Water-Related Projects

Question: Must the project be related to COVID-19?

Answer: No. Neither the ARPA statute nor the US 
Treasury Guidance require that water-related 
infrastructure projects be related to COVID-19. 



Question: Is it possible to fund projects on private 
property? 

Answer: Yes. The guidance expressly allows replacement 
of public and private lead service lines. Other water-
related projects on private property allowed under the 
DWSRF or CWSRF would also be eligible under ARPA.

Common Question on Eligible Water-Related Projects



Question: Are there limits under state law that would otherwise 
prohibit funding water-related projects on private property 
under ARPA? 

Answer: It depends on the project details. The restrictions 
imposed by the Georgia law against gratuities and legal limits 
on the use of rate payer funds may not be an obstacle for use of 
unmatched federal grant funds. Local legal analysis is required. 

Common Question on Eligible Water-Related Projects



Question: Will water and sewer authorities receive any 
fiscal recovery funds? 

Answer: While only cities and counties will receive local 
fiscal recovery funds, ARPA expressly allows for transfers 
of funds from local governments to governmental 
authorities upon mutual agreement.

Authorities may apply for state fiscal recovery funds. 

Common Question on Eligible Water-Related Projects



Federal Requirements for Use of Fiscal Recovery Funds

Through its guidance, US Treasury is encouraging recipients to ensure 
that water-related projects use strong labor standards, including project 
labor agreements and community benefits agreements that offer wages 
at or above the prevailing rate and include local hire provisions

However, neither the ARPA law nor the US Treasury Guidance incorporate 
federal requirements such as NEPA, prevailing wages, domestic content, 
and specialized procurement processes

Projects, of course, must comply with all generally applicable federal and 
state laws



$1 Trillion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act

Passed by the US Senate in early August 2021 by vote of 69 to 30; 
Still needs to pass the House

$55 billion New Water-Related Spending

$35 billion Reauthorized Water-Related Spending

Funding from FY22 to FY26



$3.5 Trillion Budget Resolution

Moving through the budget reconciliation process; not yet law 

Not focused on physical infrastructure; sometimes referred to as 
the human, social, or soft infrastructure bill

Details TBD; but not expected to include significant water funding

May include clean energy and climate funding of relevance to the 
water industry 



Summary 

American Rescue Plan Act or ARPA – Passed into law in March 2021. 
Fiscal recovery funding is available now through local governments and 
the State of Georgia. This should be the immediate focus for funding 
water projects. 

$1 Trillion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act – Not passed into law 
but has passed the Senate on a bipartisan basis. Includes significant 
funding dedicated to water-related projects. Important to watch.

$3.5 Trillion Budget Reconciliation Bill – Not passed into law. Not 
expected to include significant funding dedicated to water-related 
projects. 



Questions?

Andrew D. Morris
Water Policy Officer

amorris@northgeorgiawater.com
470.747.4005
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LIHWAP
Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program

Celine Benoit

cbenoit@atlantaregional.org

Metro Water District



LIHWAP Overview
• Temporary emergency program to provide 

relief to water and wastewater customers.

• Provide aid to customers in the form of bill 
assistance, to avoid shutoffs, and allow for 
reconnections associated with non-
payments.

• Program is managed at the federal level 
by the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) and locally by the Georgia 
Division of Family and Children Services 
(GA DFCS)



LIHWAP
• Georgia is set to receive $37 million for this new program

• Water and sewer utilities will need to sign a contract with the state for 
their customers to be eligible for this program

• Local community action agencies (GCAAs) will handle customer 
intake, and marketing efforts

• Utilities will handle applying bill credits to eligible customer accounts, 
and the state will then pay utilities directly

• Details are under development by state; stay tuned for updates





**Additional comments on the 2022 Plan Update items may 
be emailed to PlanUpdate@northgeorgiawater.com

mailto:PlanUpdate@northgeorgiawater.com
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