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The North Chattahoochee River, a vital waterway in Fulton County, has played a significant role in 
shaping the history, ecology, and development of the region with its contributions in protecting endangered 
species, influencing land use, supporting fisheries, and providing a critical water supply for Fulton County. 

One of the North Chattahoochee River's most important roles is its function as a habitat for protected 
species. Some of these species include the bald eagle, the Cherokee darter, the Chattahoochee crayfish, 
and the Gray bat. The river is home to numerous threatened and endangered species, as identified by both 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the State of Georgia. The presence of protected species in 
the region underscores the importance of preserving the river and its surrounding areas. Conservation 
efforts have been crucial in maintaining the protection of these species and their habitats. 

Additionally, the North Chattahoochee River has significantly influenced land use and development 
patterns in Fulton County and its neighboring areas. The river and its tributaries have acted as natural 
boundaries and corridors. It has become increasingly important to achieve a balance between economic 
expansion and environmental preservation as land development has advanced. The Upper Chattahoochee 
River Basin, exhibits varying land cover patterns. The transition from suburban to densely developed urban 
areas, including downtown Atlanta, reflects the river's influence on land use. Approximately 54 percent of the 
Upper Chattahoochee River Basin is developed, highlighting the ongoing challenge of managing 
urbanization while protecting the river's ecosystem. 

Furthermore, the North Chattahoochee River supports various fish species, including rainbow, 
brown, and brook trout. These fish populations are crucial for both recreational and ecological purposes. 
The presence of trout in the river is a testament to its water quality and the health of its ecosystem. 
Ensuring the sustainability of these fisheries requires ongoing efforts to protect water quality and maintain 
suitable habitat conditions. 

Perhaps the most vital role of the North Chattahoochee River in Fulton County's history is its role as 
the primary drinking water supply source for the region. An astounding 72% of the District's total public water 
supplies are withdrawn from the Upper Chattahoochee River Basin. This dependence on the river highlights 
the importance of watershed management and water quality protection. Environmental planning criteria are 
in place to safeguard the natural resources associated with the river, including wetlands, stream buffers, 
groundwater recharge areas, and protected rivers. 

The North Chattahoochee River has left an indelible mark on the history and development of Fulton 
County. Its contributions are multifaceted, from protecting endangered species and influencing land use 
patterns to supporting vital fisheries and providing a critical drinking water supply. From a personal 
perspective, I can’t help but think of paddle boarding with my family, having a picnic, or just shooting the 
‘Hooch with friends. The river shows how incredibly lucky we are to live in a vibrant city such as Atlanta, with 
the privilege of having this astonishing gift in our backyard. As Fulton County continues to grow and evolve, it 
is imperative that efforts to preserve and protect this essential river continue to be a priority, ensuring that its 
historical and ecological significance endures for generations to come. 


