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Nature's Gift to Fulton: The Etowah River Basin 

 
 

The sun is shining, the birds are singing, and the water is shimmering with a light so 

bright it is impossible to directly gaze upon it. This the Etowah River basin, the lifeline of Fulton 

and many other counties. For many centuries this river basin has served us faithfully by giving 

rise to cities, providing us with tourism, agriculture, and most importantly, water. The Etowah 

River basin is truly a gift from nature; a gift which should be nurtured and safeguarded for the 

future. 

The Etowah River basin, with its gushing waterfalls, encompasses 610 miles of 

tributaries and clean freshwater. The basin begins in the mountains of Dahlonega and runs 98 

miles until it reaches Lake Allatoona. The Etowah River basin includes parts of the Lumpkin, 

Pickens, Dawson, and Cherokee counties. While being a delightful place overall, the river basin 

is a primary source of drinking water for several counties. The basin provides approximately 14 

percent of the region’s total water supplies. 

Long ago, the Etowah River basin was the heart of a Native American community known 

as the Chickasaw. The tribe noticed the abundance of clean water and fish and decided to settle 

near the Etowah River during the Archaic period. Apart from agriculture, the river gave birth to a 

religion known as AbaꞌBinniꞌliꞌ. The river basin also played a significant role in the Civil War. 

Many Confederate training camps were founded near the  river because of its abundant food 
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supplies and water sources. Two of the largest training camps were Camp Felton and Camp 

Foster. It was near here that the river basin gave birth to the confederate town of Etowah. In May 

of 1864, the town was destroyed by a Union army. This destruction of the town prefigured the 

end of the Civil War as the Confederates had lost so much land that defeat was inevitable. 

The beautiful Etowah River basin conceals a secret: it has been ravaged by many 

generations of human pollution. Underwater, several septic tank pipes leak out Coliform bacteria, 

sludge and toxic scum. Coliform bacteria can cause nausea and diarrhea while sludge can make 

water viscous and obstruct waterpipes. These factors have led to portions of the basin becoming 

inhabitable and unusable for drinking water. Due to this pollution, many parts of the basin have 

been closed, however this pollution has not gone unnoticed. Many locals have come together to 

combat the pollution. Through their efforts, they have relieved many parts of the basin of 

pollutants. 

The Etowah River basin has supported life for millennia. It has served us well, but its 

servitude and life may be coming to an end. Regretfully, the basin has begun to become 

extremely polluted. As protectors of this precious water supply, metro Atlanta should regularly 

discuss the well-being of the Etowah River basin. This awareness can lead to conservation efforts 

and sustainable practices to protect the environment. It is our duty as citizens to protect this 

precious gift which nature has bestowed upon us. 


