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Wastewater Treatment Matters in Metro Atlanta 

   Water is a finite natural resource and is an essential resource of every living 
creature on this earth. Metro Atlanta relies on water every day for drinking, cleaning, 
cooking, and supporting businesses and industries. However, many people do not think 
about what happens to water once it disappears down the drain. This is where wastewater 
treatment becomes critically important. When water leaves homes and schools through 
sinks, showers, and toilets, it becomes wastewater and travels through underground pipes 
to a wastewater treatment plant. Atlanta’s water treatment plants treat almost 100 million 
gallons of water daily.  

  The wastewater treatment process includes several essential steps. Firstly, large 
objects such as plastic wrappers, pieces of wood, wipes etc. are removed from 
wastewater using screens. Next, gritty particles like sand and gravel are removed and sent 
to clarifiers. Then the water is moved into tanks where solids settle at the bottom and oils 
float to the surface. Soon after this, good bacteria are mixed in the water to break down 
harmful germs and waste in the water. Finally, the water is disinfected with ultraviolet light 
or chlorine to make it clean and safe before it is released back into rivers or reservoirs 
through underground pipes. Did you know that this cleaned wastewater is not used for 
drinking but is used for fire protection services, agriculture, industries, and the rest of the 
water is sent back to our very own Chattahoochee River.  

Wastewater treatment is more than just cleaning dirty water. It is a promise to 
protect our rivers, our health, and our natural resources. It is very important to conserve 
our water and keep our water sources clean. Water is a nonrenewable resource, and it is 
our responsibility to protect our beloved Chattahoochee River by keeping it clean. We 
should all keep in mind not to pour fat, oil, and grease into drains, and not throw any food 
into the sink. Pure and abundant water is our right, and we need to avail this right to protect 
our environment. By treating and returning water safely back to the environment, we make 
sure that Georgia’s water stays clean and available for us, for wildlife, and for future 



generations. Wastewater treatment matters in Metro Atlanta and it is one of the most 
important ways to take care of our water and protect it. 


